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TRIUMPH OF DEATH

The great social disaster of the Black Death left
few traces in the visual arts; perhaps people did
not wish to be reminded of its horrors. One
exception was the Triumph of Death, a mural
painted shortly after 1348 in the Camposanto
(cemetery) of Pisa in Italy. In this detail of the
mural, an elegant party of hunters happens upon
corpses prepared for burial. Note the rider who

his nose, to ward off the foul odors.
Art Resource, NY

for wool, skins, mutton, and cheese remained high,
English landlords sought to take advantage of the
market by fencing large {ields and converting them
from plowland into sheep pastures and expelling the
peasants or small herders who had formerly lived
there. This process, called enclosure, continued for
centuries and played an important role in English eco-
nomic and social history. Other countries as well
began to have agricultural specialization. The Nether-
lands did cheese and dairy while Spain developed
Merino wool.

By the middle of the fifteenth century, agricultural
prices stabilized, suggesting that production had be-
come more dependable. Farms enjoyed the advantages
of larger size, better location on more profitable soi],
and increased capital investments in tools and animals.
Agriculture was now more diversified, which benefited
the soil, lowered the risk of famine from the failure of a
single staple crop, and provided more nourishment for
the people.

Gentry The specialized agriculture brought prosper-
ity to the land-owning nobility, but also to a new rural
middle class. The middle-class urhan dwellers, lawyers,
bureaucrats, and wealthy peasants began to invest in
land in the countryside. With capital to invest in either
the purchase or lease of land, these people made con-
siderable profits. New fortunes gave rise to a country
middle class called the gentry.

Protectionism

" The population decline caused wages to rise. The priée
~of goods also increased, but not fast enough to offset

wages. Between 1349 and 1351, England, France,
Aragon, Castile, and other governments tried to fix
prices and wages at levels favorable to employers. Such
early experiments in a controlled economy failed.

Guilds on the Defensive A related problem for busi-
nesses was that competition grew as population fell
and markets contracted. Traders tried to protect them-
selves by creating restricted markets and establishing
monoepolies. Guilds limited their membership, and
some admitted only the sons of established masters. To
keep prices high, some guilds prohibited their members
from hiring any women as workers, because their
wages were low. Only wives and daughters of the
household could work in the shops.

The Hanseatic League Probably the best example of
the monopolizing trend is the association of northern
European trading cities, the Hanseatic Leagne. Formed
in the late thirteenth century as a defensive association,
by the early fourteenth century it imposed a monopoly
on cities trading in the Baltic and North seas. It ex-
cluded foreigners from the Baltic trade and could expel
member cities who broke trade agreements. At its
height, the Hanseatic League included seventy or eighty
cities, stretching from Bruges to Novgorod and led by
Bremen, Cologne, Hamburg, and especially Libeck (see
map 11.2). Maintaining its own treasury and fleet, the
league supervised commercial exchange, policed the

- waters of the Baltic Sea, and negotiated with foreign

princes. By the late fifteenth centuiy, however, it began
to decline and was unable to meet growing competition
from the Dutch in northern commerce. Never formally
















Economic Depressioh and Recovery 315

DERT

et cocptaweniit me g Decent viees
e obedivene uorl wee-nd uiteit
tecedyuit proeui iueau paeeibus porin;
nec ek e Hlia me Dot wichi
ineueitue e Seoudt meil dhaldr g
pheowr alio Tivto Seou? el s frsdue
. ram ineviavy hane qud deoiiuig- et
fomeny i pollidebit cam : muoniaw
amalecites tetpnaneue habit in
 mallibuss. Keas rouieee cafiea:s vousts
rimini infolin@meg uiaw marie v
b . Yarum(ip £ ditg ad mopltn o
vou irens, Biguequomnltindoe
pelima wutnuat e wesRue-
velag filiosi ifcabel audiui Dlm?u
e, Giun ogg aitdominue: lint lo-
it eftis audietre me-fic Fidd@vabis.
B folitudivebac iwebunt miaues
uelhea . Elvanes qui tuweeati dhiga
vigind dnia st fnpea-  wmuramaltio
tontta me-non inwabitie recam lug
it feugni maninwmea ue babitare
uoe fcceent proes halcb i ieph o
ne- ¢ fofue Sdnd v, Pavantos aug
ueltros e guils dixithe nuolr pree
hoftibus fovent ntcoducantut uide-

anttecamquenobisdilplicuic g

cabaueasanbiit in folitdine, Fil
ettt peunt vagt indeleea fnis qua-
. braginta 2 porabune fotnisadont
uefteant doueccndinmenf tabauea
parei in belecra: iupa mnnedl fira-
%nta Big guibue conlfiecalts teod.
) pro bie impurabitur , Fequa-
Dragin anig vedpictis infquitans
utfhrag:s etie sltionan med. Dug-
stam Tt lonue? finn - e facil gl
suntrinani huie pellie-gue conline:
vepft abuetfivy wesin folisudine fac
Deficiet ¢ ynoienr, Fgiour giives viv
quoswilttat mopleoal sianplan:
-+ T tereamte mu veuedt mmstinaze

fececant conged el orong rultinding,

D;‘:ﬁhnmmj gt ellet iakas e
tui fume e peenditg in onfpiduin.
mini. §ofire air live nuwi 2 dyald
filing iepliowe uieunt ¢ onmibing
ful ant aty conlidetauda teed;
Torundes et moplro unineda vetha
hec ab owines filioe ifvabd s ot lieie
ub niwiis. £t eoce mane primoy
vgenttea-alecameed ueerien mitia
st Dipetune. Pava fum? afcenie
Al e guo hominug lgntue
it guia peecauimus. Quiug may:
Teo. Luvinquit anfyecimin webig -
Dii-quod uobie non e inprofp:
vur ¢ Mofite slcendee-nonrwim
Dite nobifune: ne rovouinie ord ini-
witeuedtis. Amaledyioes 1 danane-
ugante uus untquos pladio o
etig:eo 1p noluctitis acquitloece divg:
neceeit Dowinue no LAt il -
eetielyeati- aleenberdtt in wetrican mow:
tig, Wrcha auten teftaumentl towind
et o pies non recelleniit e oalieia, D
Trenbitg; amalecites * dpmaneus §
Inbitabét i witest gutienaeos ang
it pfecue’ £ s slp tma, XN

“ poutus e doning? g wmoplen

Bicee. dnquee anpfliogiflz

# Iriced A o, v vuggee fuetoies e

xan fptitationis vfte qui o by
uobis. 3 feredtin oblation? Yoming
m plosguitun - aus vidimanrobs
caveugta fludtes el fponte ot
muneed- auein {olowmmtibs uiisa-
nodetes olovan franitadedioe .
bubue fure it guilrs offeer quicuny;
innnolimedt uidimao; b fife
tedmarn parten epbi Bfpedinn oleg.
ol neslund fabebic quacd pant
Binceeniniw ad fiba fundends dub
tanmenfire bt in otocauitifng

GUTENBERG'S BIBLE

A page from Johannes
Gutenberg’s Bible marks one of
the most significant technical
and cnltural advances of the
fifteenth century: printing with
movable type, a process that
made possible a wider
dissemination of literature

and thought.

_HOHSing and Diets The revitalized economy brought
Improvements in housing, dress, and diet and increased
$pending on art and decorative objects. Housing was
generally improving for most people in the Late Middle
Ages. The increasing use of brick and tile meant that

-ﬁb-uﬂdings were more substantial and more spacious.

i.rhe nobility, gentry, and wealthy urban dwellers built

- ;8¢ town houses and country houses with gardens -

and large windows rather than defensive walls. The
fireplace on the wall replaced the hearth in the center
of the room even in peasant houses.

The European diet had been largely based on cereal
products, and when population was dense, all land had
to be devoted to raising grain, even if the land was not
particularly well suited for it. Reduced population
meant that land could be devoted to other crops or to
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The rich Medici banking family gained control of
the city’s government in 1434 and made sure that only
people they favored were defined as eligible for govern-
ment positions. While retaining a facade of republican
government, Cosimo de Medici established a form of
boss rule aver the city. His tax policies favored the
lower and middle classes, and he also gained the sup-
port of the middle classes by appointments to office
and other forms of political patronage. He secured
peace for Florence and started his family’s brilliant tra-
dition of patronage of learning and the arts.

This tradition was enhanced by Cosimo‘s grandson,
- Lorenzo the Magnificent (r. 1469-1492), who beat back
the plots of other powerful Florentine families and
strengthened centralized control over the city. Lorenzo’s
Florence came to set the style for Italy, and eventually
for Europe, in the splendor of its festivals, the elegance
of its social life, the beauty of its buildings, and the lav-
ish support it extended to scholars and artists.

Venice Already independent for more than five hun-
dred years, the city of Venice by 1400 controlled a far-
flung empire in northern Italy and the eastern
Mediterranean and kept a large army and navy. Venice's
wealth came from its dominance of the import of goods
from Asia, notably spices like black pepper and cloves,
which were probably the most expensive commoaodities,
per ounce, sold in Europe. Its wealthiest citizens also
" controlled its government. Unlike Florence, Venice was
ruled by a cohesive, rather than faction-ridden, oli-
garchy of some 150 families who inherited this domi-
nance from generation to generation. From among their
number they elected the doge, the head of the govern-
ment, who held that position for life. (To increase
turnover, older men were usually elected.)

Venice enjoyed remarkable political stability.
There were occasional outbursts of discontent, but
usually the patricians—who stayed united, relied on
informers, made decisions in secret, and were ready to
punish troublemakers severely—were able to main-
tain an image of orderliness and justice in govern-
ment. They were alsa careful to show a concern for
public welfare. The chief support of the navy, for in-
stance-—an essential asset for a city that, though con-
taining more than 100,000 people, was built on a
collection of islands in a lagoon—was a unique ship-
building and arms manufacturing facility, the Arse-
nal, This gigantic complex, which employed more
than 5 percent of the city’s adult population, was not
only the largest industrial enterprise in Europe but
also a crucial source of employment. The Arsenal
could build a fully equipped warship, starting from
scratch, in just one day, and the skills it required
helped maintain Venice's reputation as a haven for the

finest artisans of the day. Not only men but entire
families came to work there; one visitor described 4
“hall where about fifty women were making sails for
ships” and another where one hundred women were
“spinning and making ropes and doing other work re.
lated to ropes.” ‘
Because of its location and its easy openness to al]
who wished to trade, Venice was a meeting ground for
Slavs, Turks, Germans, Jews, Muslims, Greeks, and
other Italians. It was a favorite tourist spot for travel.
ers and for pilgrims on the way to the Holy Land, a
major center for the new international art of printing,
and famous for its shops and entertainments. By che
mid-1400s, its coin, the ducat, was replacing the
florin as a standard for all Europe; and its patrons, of-
ten interested in more earthy themes than the Floren-
tines, were promoting a flowering of literature,
learning, and the arts that made Venice a focus of Re-

- naissance culture.

From the early fifteenth century onward, Venice ini-
tiated a policy of territorial expansion on the mainland.
By 1405, Padua, Verona, and Vicenza had become
Venetian dependencies {see map 11.5).

Papal States The popes, like the leaders of the city-
states, worked to consolidate their rule over their pos-
sessions in central Italy, but they faced formidable
obstacles because the papacy was now located in Avi-
gnon in southern France. The difficult terrain of the
Italian Papal States—dotted with castles and fortified
towns—enabled communes, petty lords, and brigands
to defy papal authority, Continuing disorders discour-
aged the popes from returning to Rome, and their ef-
forts to pacify their tumultuous lands were a major
drain on papal finances. Even after its return to Rome
in 1378, the papacy had difficulty maintaining author-
ity. Not until the pontificate of Martin V {r. 1417-1431]
was a stable administration established, and Martin's
successors still faced frequent revolts throughout the
fifteenth century.

Kingdom of Naples and Sicily The political situation
was equally confused in the Kingdom of Naples and
Sicily with competing factions. In 1435 the king of
Aragon, Alfonso V, the Magnanimous, reunited Sicily
and southern Italy and made the kingdom the center of
an Aragonese Empire in the Mediterranean. Alfonso
sought to suppress the factions of lawless nobles and to
reform taxes and strengthen administration. His efforts
were not completely successful, for southern Italy and
Sicily were rugged, poor lands and difficult to subdue;
but he was at least able to overcome the chaos that had

_ prevailed earlier. Alfonso thus extended to the Mediter-
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MAP 11.6 THE ITALIAN STATES IN 1454

As this map shows, after the Peace of Lodi in 1454, five major states dominated Italy. For forty years they
maintained a balance of power among themselves. What were the five major states of Italy? What forms of
government did these states represent?

4 For an online version, go to www.mhhe.com/chambers9 > chapter 11 > book maps
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