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pam united on the map, was internally so miscellaneous as to belong to a different cate-
gofy Portugal, Switzerland, the Netherlands, and the Scandinavian countries were nation-
tes, but small and peripheral. The characteristic political organizations were small states
“comprising fragments of a nation, such as were strewn across the middle of Europe—
Hanover, Baden, Sardinia, Tuscany, or the Two Sicilies—and large sprawling empires
made up of all sorts of peoples, distantly ruled from above by dynasties and bureaucracies,
such as the Romanov, Habsburg, and Ottoman domains. Except for recent developments *
in the Americas the same mixture of small nonnational states and of large nonnational em- -
pires was to be found in most of the rest of the world. v

Since 1860 or 1870 a nation-state system has prevailed. The consolidation of large na-
tions became a model for other peoples large and small. In time, in the following century, *
other large groups of people undertook to establish nation-states in India, Pakistan, In- S
donesia, Iran, and Nigeria. Small and middle-sized populations increasingly thought of
themselves as nations, entitled to their own sovereignty and independence. Some of these :
sovereignties that emerged after 1945 comprise fewer people than a large
modern city. The idea of the nation-state has served both to bring people to-
gether into larger units and to break them apart into smaller ones. In the -
nineteenth century, outside the disintegrating Ottoman Empire, from which
Greece, Serbia, Bulgaria, and Romania became independent, and in which :
an Arab national movement also began to stir, the national idea served mainly to creat
larger units in place of small ones. The map of Europe, from 1871 to 1918, was the sim
plest it has ever been before or since (see map, pp. 528-529).

About the idea of the nation-state and the movement of nationalism much has bee:
said already in this book. Earlier chapters have described the ferment of national ideas an
movements stirred up by the French Revolution and by the Napoleonic domination of Eu-:#
rope, the nationalist agitation and repression of the years after 1815, and the frustration an
failure of patriotic aspirations in Germany, Italy, and central Europe in the Revolution of 2
1848. For many in the nineteenth century, nationalism, the winning of national unity an
independence and the creation of the nation-state, became a kind of secular faith. 4

A nation-state may be thought of as one in which supreme political authority some-3
how rests upon and represents the will and feeling of its inhabitants. There:
must be a people, not merely a swarm of human beings. The people mus
basically will and feel something in common. They must sense that they be
long—that they are members of a community, participating somehow in
common social and cultural life, that the government is their government,
and that outsiders are “foreign.” The outsiders or foreigners are usually (though not al
ways) those who speak a different language. The nation is usually (though not always
composed of all persons sharing the same speech. A nation may also possess a belief il
common descent or racial origin (however mistaken), or a sense of a common history, ¢
common future, a common religion, a common geographical home, or a common external
menace. Nations take form in many ways. But all are alike in feeling or imagining thems:%
selves to be communities, permanent communities in which individual persons, togethe;
with their children and their children’s children, are committed to a collective destiny o
earth.

In the nineteenth century governments found that they could not effectively rule
or develop the full powers of state, except by enlisting this sense of membership aﬂg
support among their subjects. The consolidation of large nation-states
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had two distinguishable phases. Territorially, it meant the union of preex

Consolidation - -
a : d coﬁ;sti'ttué isting smaller states. Morally and psychologically it meant the creation %
tionalism - - new ties between government and governed, the admission of new cha :

ments of the population to political life, through the creation or extensi
of liberal and representative institutions. This happened even in Japan and



in tsarist Russia. National consolidation in the nineteenth century favored constitutionat

progress. Although there was considerable variation in the real power of the new political
. institutions and in the extent of self-government actually realized, parliaments were set up
" for the new Italy, the new Germany, the new Japan, the new Canada; and the movement in
" Russia was in the same direction. In Europe, some of the aims which the revolutionists of
© 1848 had failed to achieve were now realized by the established authorities.

They were realized, however, only in a series of wars. To create an all-German or an
all-Italian state, as the revolutions of 1848 had already shown, it was necessary to break
the power of Austria, render Russia at least temporarily ineffective, and overthrow or in-
timidate those German and Italian governments which refused to surrender their sover-
eignty. In the United States, to maintain national unity as understood by President Lincoln,
it was necessary to repress the movement for Southern independence by force of arms. For
40 years after 1814 there had been no war between established powers of Europe. Then in.
1854 came the Crimean War, in 1859 the Italian War, in 1864 the Danish War, in 1866 the
Austro-Prussian War, and in 1870 the Franco-Prussian War. Concurrently the Civil War
raged in the United States. After 1871, for 43 years there was again no war between the
major European powers.
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