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During Louis XIII’s reign, Cardinal Armand Jean du Plessis de Richelien
(1585-1642) expanded the administrative authority and fiscal reach of the
crown, dramatically increasing tax revenues. Richelieu’s family, solidly
entrenched in the west of France, had long served the monarchy in court,
army, and church. The gaunt, clever Richelieu staked his future on and
won the patronage of the queen mother. He perfected the art of political
survival during the court struggles of the next few years. Richelieu was a
realist. His foreign and domestic policies reflected his politigue approach
to both.

In 1629, Richelicu prepared a long memorandum for his king. “If the
King wants to make himsell the most powerful monarch and the most
highly esteemed prince in the world,” he advised that “[The Estates and the
parlements] which oppose the wellare of the kingdom by their pretended
sovercignty must be humbled and disciplined. Absolute obedience to the
King must be enforced upon great and smal alike.” Richelieu divided France
into thirty-two districts (généralités), organizing and extending the king's
authority. Officials called intendants governed cach district, overseen by the
king's council and ultimately responsible to the king himselF.

In order to enhance the authority of the monarchy and the Church,
Richelicu turned his attention to the Huguenots. After [orcing the surren-
der of insurgent Protestant forces at La Rochelle in 1628, he ordered the
destruction of the Huguenot fortresses in the south and southwest, as well
as the chateaux of other nobles whose loyalty he had reason to doubt.

During the Thirty Years’ War (1618—1648, sec p. 145), Louis XIII, influ-
enced by Richelieu, reversed his mother’s pro-Spanish foreign policy,
returning to the traditional French position of opposition to the Habs-
burgs. The dynastic rivalry between the two powers proved greater than
the fact that both kings were Catholic. Louis XIil thus surprised and out-
raged the Spanish king by joining England and the Dutch Republic, both
Protestant powers, against the powerful Catholic Austrian Habsburgs dur-
ing the Thirty Years’ War. And in 1635, France declared war against Spain
itsell.

Richelicu’s successes, however, did not stand well with his resentful ene-
mies within France. His toleration of Huguenot worship drew the wrath of
some Catholic nobles, as did continuing costly wars against the Catholic
Habsburgs, which led to French subsidies to Protestant Sweden. Revolts
occurred in Dijon and Aix, both scats of provincial parlements, where local
notables resented having to bow to the authority of royal officials.

One of the most conservative Catholic nobles, a royal minister, briefly
turned the king against Richelieu. Marie de’ Medici, returned from brief
disgrace, tried to convince her son to dismiss the cagey cardinal. The “Day
of Dupes” (November 10, 1630} followed, which amounted to little more
than a high-stakes family shouting match between Marie de’ Medici, Louis
X111, and Richelicu. Maric left thinking she had won the day, but awoke
the next morning to find that the king had ordered her exile. The king's
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own brother led a second plot
against Richelieu from 1641 to
1642, backed by the king of
Spain.

After decades of religious
wars, the assassination of
Henry 1V, and a fragile, temper-
amental young monarch around
whom plots swirled, the monar-
chy of France had nonetheless
been greatly strengthened, build-
ing upon the accomplishments
of his predecessor. Louis X1II's
sometimes decisive and brutal
actions enhanced the reputa-
tion of the king who was
known to many of his subjects
as “The Just,” whether fitting
or not. A hypochondriac whose

Philippe de Champagne’s portrait of the
health was even worse than he  gud.eyed Louis XIil.

feared, Louis XIII died of

tuberculosis in 1643 at the age

of forty-two. But the man-child monarch had, with Richelieu, laid the
foundations for absolute monarchical rule in France.

The THIRTY YEARS' WAR (1618—1648)

In Central Europe, religious divisions and intolerance led to the Thirty
Years' War, a brutal conflict during which the largely mercenary armies of
Catholic and Protestant states laid waste to the German states. Dynastic
rivalries were never far from the stage, bringing the continental Great
Powers into the fray. When the war finally ended, the Treaty of Westphalia
(1648) established a territorial and religious settlement that lasted until
the French Revolution.

Factionalisnt in the Holy Rowman Empire

The Holy Roman Empire was a loose confederation of approximately 1,000
German autonomous or semi-autonomous states. These states ranged in size
from powerful Habsburg Austria to Hamburg, Liibeck, and other free cities
in the north, and even smaller territories no more than a few square kilome-
ters in size run by bishops. It would have been almost impossible for a trav-
cler to determine where one state stopped and another began had it not
been for the frequent toll stations, which provided revenue for each. The




