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ARTICLE 10, the "covenant" clause

The Members of the League undertake to respect and preserve as against external aggression the territorial
integrity and existing political independence of all Members.of the League. In case of any such aggression
or in case of any threat or danger of such aggression the Council shall advise upon the means by which this
obligation shall be fulfilled.

ARTICLE 22, the "mandates” clause

To those colonies and territories which as a consequence of the iate war have ceased to be under the
sovereignty of the States which formerly governed them and which are inhabited by peoples not yet able to
stand by themselves under the strenuous conditions of the modern world, there should be applied the
principte that the well-being and development of such peoples form a sacred trust of civilization and that
securities for the performance of this trust should be embodied in this Covenant. The best method of giving
practical effect to this principle is that the tutelage of such peopies should be entrusted to advanced nations
who by reason of their resources, their experience or their geographical position can best undertake this
responsibility, and who are willing to accept it, and that this tutelage should be exercised by them as
Mandatories on behalf of the League. The character of the mandate must differ according to the stage of the
development of the people, the geographical situation of the territory, its economic conditions, and other
similar circumstances. ’

ARTICLE 231, the "war guilt” clause

The Allied and Associated Governments affirm and Germany accepts the responsibility of Germany and her
allies for causing all the loss and damage to which the Allied and Associated Governments and their
naticnals have been subjected as a consequence of the war imposed upon them by the aggression of
Germany and her allies.

ARTICLE 232, the "reparations” clause

The Allied and Assaciated Governments recognize that the resources of Germany are not adequate, after
taking into account permanent diminutions of such resources which will result from other provisions of the
present Treaty, to make complete reparation for all such loss and damage. The Allied and Associated
Governments, however, require, and Germany undertakes, that she will make compensation for ali damage
done to the civilian population of the Allied and Associated Powers and to their property during the period of
the belligerency of each-as an Allied or Associated Power against Germany by such aggression by land, by
sea and from the air, and in general all damage as defined in Annex | hereto.
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The peace conditions imposed upon Germany are so hard, so humiliating, that even
those who have the smallest expectation of a "peace of justice” are bound to be
deeply disappointed.

Has Germany actually deserved such a "peace"? Everybody knows how we
condemned the crimes committed against humanity by Germany, Everybody knows
what we thought of the invasion of Belgium, the submarine war, the Zeppelin raids.

Our opinion on the lust of power and conquest of Germany Is well known. But a
condemnation of wartime actions must not amount to a lasting condemnation of a
pecple. In spite of all they have done, the German people Is a great and noble
nation.

The question Is not whether the Germans have been led by an inteilectual group to
their destruction, or whether they are accomplices in the misdeeds of their leaders -
the question is, whether it is to the Interest of mankind, whether there Is any sense
in punishing a people in such a way as the Entente governments wish to chastise
Germany.

The Entente evidently desires the complete annihilation of Germany. Not only will
the whole commercial fleet be confiscated, but the shipbullding yards will be obliged
to work for the foreigner for some time to come,

Whole tracts of Germany will be entirely deprived of their liberty; they will be under a
committee of foreign domination, without adequate representation.

The flnancial burden is so heavy that it is no exaggeration to say that Germany Is
reduced to economic bondage. The Germans wlll have to work hard and incessantly
for foreign masters, without any chance of personal galn, or any prospect of
regaining liberty or economic independence.

This "peace” offered to Germany may differ In form from the one imposed upon
conquered nations by the old Romans, but certainly not In essence. This peace is a
mockery of President Wiison's princlples. Trusting to these, Germany accepted
peace. That confidence has been betrayed In such a manner that we regard the
present happenings as a deep humillation, not only to all governments and nations
concerned in this peace offer, but to all humanity.

These conditions will never give peace. All Germans must feel that they wish to
shake off the heavy yoke Imposed by the cajoling Entente, and we fear very much
that that opportunity wili soon present itself. For has not the Entente recognized in
the proposed so-called "League of Nations" the evident right to conquer and possess
cournitrles for economic and imperialistic purposes? Fettered and enslaved, Germany
will always remain a menace to Europe. '

The volce and opinion of neutrals have carried very little weight In this war. But,
however small their influence and however dangerous the rancorous caprice of the
Entente powers may be to neutrals, it is our conviction and our duty to protest as
forcibly as possible against these peace conditions.

We understand the bitter feelings of the Entente countries. But that does not make

these peace conditions Tess wrong, léss dangerous to world civilization, or any less an
putrage against Germany and against mankind.
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We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to the quick and mat.:Ie the .
life of our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the world secured once for all against their
recurrence What we demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar to ourselves. It is thet the v.vorld_ be
made fit and safe to live in; and particularly that it be made safe for every peace-loving na.t:on whlch, like our
own, wishes to live its own life, determine its own institutions, be assured of justice and fair deallng.by the
other peoples of the world as against force and selfish aggression. All the peeples of the world are in effeeit
partners in this interest, and for our own part we see very clearly that unless justice be done to others it will
not be done to us. The program of the world's peace, therefore, is our program; and that program, the only
possible program, as we see it, is this: .

I. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at, after which there shall be no private in'terr?atlonal
understanding of any kind but diplomacy shall proceed always frankly and in the public view.

Il. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas, outside territorial waters, alike in peace and in war, except
as the seas may be closed in whole or in part by international action for the enforcement of internationai
covenants.

Ill. The removal, so far as possibie, of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade
conditions among all the nations consenting to the peace and associating themselves for its maintenance.

IV. Adequate guarantees given and taken that national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point
consistent with domestic safety. ' :

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims, based upon a strict
observance of the principle that in determining all such questions of sovereignty the interests of the
popuiations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable ctaims of the government whose title is to
be determined.

VI. The evacuation of all Russian territory and such a settiement of all questions affecting Russia as will
secure the best and freest cooperation of the other nations of the world in obtaining for her an unhampered
and unembarrassed opportunity for the independent determination of' her.own political development and
national policy and assure her a sincere welcome into the society of free nations under institutions of her
own choosing; and, more than a welcome, assistance also of every kind that she may need and may herself
desire. The treatment accorded Russia by her sister nations in the months to come will be the acid test of
their good will, of their comprehension of her needs as distinguished from their own interests, and of their
intelligent and unselfish sympathy.

VIl. Belgium, the whole world will agree, must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to limit the
sovereignty which she enjoys in common with all other free nations. No other single act will serve as this will
serve to restore confidence among the nations in the laws which they have themselves set and determined
for the government of their relations with one another. Without this healing act the whole structure and
validity of international law is forever impaired. '

VIlI. Ali French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored, and the wrong done to France by
Prussia in 1871 in the matter of Alsace-Lorraine, which has unsettled the peace of the world for nearly fifty
years, should be righted, in order that peace may once more be made secure in the interest of all.

IX. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of nationality. -

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and
assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity of autonomous development.

XI. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated: occupied territories restored; Serbia accorded
free and secure access to the sea; and the relations of the several Balkan states to one another determined
by friendly counsel along historically established lines of allegiance and nationality; and international —

guarantees of the political and economic independence and territorial integrity of the several Balkan states

_should be entered into.

Xll. The Turkish-portions-of-the present-Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the
other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an
absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development, and the Dardanelles should be permanently
opened as a free passage to the ships and commerce of all nations under international guarantees.

XIll. An independent Polish state should be erected which should include the territories inhabited by
indisputably Polish populations, which should be assured a free and secure access to the sea, and whose
political and economic independence and territorial integrity should be guaranteed by international covenant.

XiV, A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of affording
mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike....
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In October 1918, with the military defeat of Germany at hand, the German government sent a request for an .
immediate truce to the U.S. government, suggesting that peace be established on the basis of President
Wilson's Fourteen Points. Wilson communicated this request to the Allied governments and received their
approval to make peace "on the terms of peace laid down in the President’s address to Congress of January
8, 1918," (i.e., the Fourteen Points) though adding that there should be no doubt in anyone’s mind that
“"compensation will be made by Germany for ali the damage done to the civilian population of the Allies and
their property by the aggression of Germany by land, by sea and from the air.” When this was conveyed to
the German government on Nov. 3, however, that government- -the monarchical system of Imperial
Germany--had disappeared in a radical upsurge within Germany that brought the flight of the Kaiser into -
exite and a new socialist-led democratic government usurping power in the defeated country. It was this
latter government that agreed, under threat of invasion of Germany, to accept the armistice of Nov. 11,
1918. The resulting treaty was delivered to the Germans on May 7, 1919 and was immediately denounced
on all sides, especially in regard to the imputation of the 'war guilt' of Germany and the incompatibility of the
harsh terms with the broad principles enunciated in the Fourteen Points.

The Germans were allowed to submit their counter-proposals on May 29, to which the following extract is
the preamble. But the Allied reply was uncompromising, rejecting all arguments and conceding only border
adjustments in relation to Palish territory. The German position was, of course, untenable and in'an
atmosphere of bitter hostility the country's representatives were forced to sign the hated document on June

28, 1919,

I have the honor to transmit herewith the observations of the German Delegation on the Draft of the Treaty
of Peace. We had come to Versailles in the expectation of receiving a proposal of peace on the basis
actually agreed upon. . . We hope to get the Peace of Right which has been promised us. We were aghast
when, in reading (the treaty), we learned what demands Might Triumphant has raised against us. The
deeper we penstrated into the spirit of this Trealy, the more we became convinced of its impracticability. The
demands raised go beyond the power of the German Nation. ' '

[here follow a narrative of the territorial sacrifices to be made by Germany: most of West Prussia to Poland,
the German city of Danzig, the German town of Memel, the heavily industrialized Upper Silesia, occupation
of the Rhineland, and sc on.) : _ o , -

In spite of such monstrous demands the rebuilding of our economic system is at the same time made
impossibie. We are to surrender our merchant fleet. We are to give up all foreign interests. We are {o
transfer to our opponents the property of all German undertakings abroad, even of those situated in
countries allied to us. Even after the conclusion of peace the enemy states are to be empowered to
confiscate all German property. No German merchant will then; in their countries, be safe from such war
measures. We are to completely renounce our colonies, not even in these are German missionaries to have
the right of exercising their profession. We are, in other words, to renounce every kind of political, economic
and moral activity. .

But more than this, we are also to resign the right of self-determination in domestic affairs. Dictatorial powers
are conferred on the International Reparation Commission over our whole national life in economic and
cultural matters, its power by far exceeding those ever enjoyed within the German Empire by the Emperor,
the German Federal Council and the Reichstag put together. This Commission has the unrestrained power
of disposal over the economic systern of the state, of the municipalities and of private individuals, All matters
of education and public health likewise depend on it. . . . The Commission . . can, in order to augment the
payments of Serfdom, inhibit the whole system of social care for the working classes in Germany.

Also in other respects Germany's right of sovereignty is abrogated. Her principal rivers are placed under
international administration, she is obliged to build on her own territory the canals and railways desired by
the enemy, she must, without knowing the contents, assent to agreements which her adversaries intend
concluding with the new states in the East [i.e., Poland and the Baitic states] and which affect Germany's.
own boundaries. The German people is excluded from the League of Nations to which all common work of
the worid is confided.

Thus a whole nation is called upon to sign its own proscriptioh, yea, even its own death warrant.



Ger'rrtany knows that she must make sacrifices in order to come to Peace. Germany knows that she has
promised such sacrifices by agreement and wishes to carry them through to the utmost limit she can
possibly go to. ' '

1. Germany offers to take the lead befare all other nations in disarming herself, in order to show that she is
willing to help them in bringing forth the new era of the Peace of Right. She will give up compulsory service
and will . . . diminish her army to 100,000 men. She is even prepared to surrender the battleships which her
opponents intend leaving her. But she hereby acts on the assumption that she will be immediately admitted,
as a state with equal rights, into the League of Nations. . . . :

2. In territorial questions Germany unreservedly endorses the Wilson pragram. She renounces her
sovereignty in Alsace-Lorraine, desiring, however, a free plebiscite to be carried through there. . . . [here
foilow a description of the further concession Germany is willing to make: cession of territory indisputably
inhabited by Poles and Danes; a free port in Danzig and Polish access to the sea: submitting her former
colonies to the administration of the League of Nations, with mandatory rights for Germany. All this is
coupled with a 'demand’ that the right of self-determination be respected also in favor of the Germans in

Austria and Bohemia.]

3. Germany is prepared to make the payments incumbent on her . . . up to the maximum amount of 100,
billion marks gold, hamely, 20 billion marks gold until May 1, 1926, and the remaining 80 billion marks gold
afterwards, by annual installments bearing no interest . . . In conceding this, Germany acts on the
assumption that she will have to make no further sacrifices of territory beyond the above mentioned ones,
and that she will again be granted freedom of action at home and abroad. '

4. Germany is reédy to devote her entire economic power to the work of reparation. She is desirous of
actively cooperating in the restoration of the devastated territories in Belgium and Northern France. . . .

9. The German Delegation again raise their demand for a neutral inquiry into the guestion of responsibility
for the war and of guilt during the war. An impartial commission should have the right of inspecting the
archives of all belligerent countries and examining, as in a court of law, all chief actors of the war. . . . .. The
high aims which our adversaries were the first to establish for their warfare, the new era of a just and
durable Peace, demand a Treaty of a different mind. Only a cooperation of all nations, a cooperation of
hands and intellects, can bring about a permanent peace. We are not under a misapprehension as to the
intensity of hatred and bitterness that is caused by this war; and yet the forces at work for the union of
mankind are now stronger than ever. It is the historical task of the Peace Conference of Versailles to bring

about this union,

Accept, Sir, the assurance of my high esteem,

_ {signed) Brockdorff—Rantzau‘ [German Foreign Minister]
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We are moraily and intellectually superior to
all men. We are peerless. So.too are our organi-
zations and our institutions. Germany is the
most perfect creation known in histery, and the
Imperial Chancellor, Herr von Bethmann-
Hollweg, is the most eminent of living men.

Ordinary laymen who talked in this strain
would be taken off to some safe asylum. Com-
ing from. duly hallmarked professors, such
statements explain all German warfare by al-
leging thar Germany's destiny is universal
domination, and chat for this very reason she is
bound either to disappear altogether ot to exer-
cise violence on all nations with a view ro their
own bettermeat. . ..

May [ further recall, since we have to em-
phasize the point, that on September 17, 1914,
Erzberger, the well-known German statesman,
an eminent -member of the Catholic Party,
wrote to the Minister of War, General von
Falkenhayn, “We must not worry about committing
an offence against the rights of nations nor about vi-
olating the laws of humanity. Such feelings. today
are of secondary importance”? A month later, on.
October 21, 1914, he-wrote in Der Tag, “If «
way was found of entirely wiping out the whole of
London it would be more humane to employ it than
1o allow the blood of A SINGLE GERMAN SOL-
DIER to be shed on rhe bartlefield!”. ..

.. . General von Bernhardi himself, che best
pupil, as I have already said, of the historian
Teeicschke, whose ideas ate law in Germany,
has just preached the doctrine of “World power
or Downfall” at us. So there is nothing left for
other nations, as a way of salvation, but to be
conquered by Germany. . . .

I have sometimes penetrated into the sacred
cave of the Germanic cult, which is, as every
one knows, the Bierhaus {beer hall]. A great
aisle of massive humanity where there accu-
mulate, amid the fumes of tobacco and beer,
the popular rumblings of a nationalism up-
held by the sonorous brasses blaring to the

heavens the supreme voice of .Om:ﬂ»nw“
“Dentschland iiber alles!” Men, women, and
children, all petrified in reverence before the
divine stoneware pot, brows furrowed with ir-
repressible power, eyes lost in a dream of in-
finity, mouths twisted by the intensity of
will-power, drink in long draughts the celes-
tial hope of vague expectations. These only re-
main to be realizéd presently when the chief
marked out by Destiny shall have given the
word. There you have the ultimate framework
of an old bur childish race.



Ur+-lCIAL BRITISH DBSERVEE SISLEY HUDDLESTON'S RCLOUNT OF
THE OVEN\NG 9F THE PARIS PEAC CONFERENCE, 9 JAN. 1419

. The Peace Conference formally opened on Saturday, January 18th, in the Salle de 1Horloge at the French Foreign Ministry. But for
some weeks before there had been a mustering of statesmen from the four comners of the world in Paris, and the French capital,
which with its comings and goings of statesmen and generals had for so long been the Capital of the War, was prepared to become
the Peace Headquarters.

I think that the strohgest criticism that can be made of the Allies is that they permitted two months to slip away before they even
proceeded to consider the peace which the armistice promised.

There were two things to do, each of which depended on the other. One was to make a temporary treaty which would give us a
working relationship with Germany. The other was, not only to make peace in the diplomatic sense, but to pacify Europe. We
increased our difficulties with Germany by the long delay, We could in the first flush of victory have imposed our maximum terms
almost without protest on the crushed people; and it would have had an excellent effect to modify them later on, But we muddied,
because Clemenceau wanted one sort of peace, Lloyd George another, and Wilson a third.

We got in each other's way.

The fact is that the Foreign Offices could not agree. The conflict on the question of admitting Russia was particularly heated
between the British and the French. The Quai d'Orsay, which is singulardy blind to realities and sometimes allows itself to be
manoeuvred by foreign reactionaries, declared hotly against Mr. Lloyd George's and Mr. Balfour's views that Lenin should be
invited to make peace and send delegates to Paris. * :

This inability to come to an accord on the most elementary matters pursued the Allies; and it was no wonder that Mr. Wilson, who
had been in France for nearly a month, wasting his time, protesting now and again to M. Clemenceau, grew very impatient, and
urged an instant beginning,

At this time the contradiction between the point of view of the American President and that of the French Premier was flat and
flagrant. A deadlock was threatened at the outset. The two men remained courteous, but there was certainly no friendly feeling
between them, '

"If you can persuade me that your plans are better for the peace of the world, I am willing to listen and to learn," said Mr. Wilson.
"And if you can persuade me, so much the better," replied M. Clemenceau. "Only - you cannot!”

"The scenery, the stage setting, was not very impressive in those rainy days of January, when Paris was drenched in constant

showers, There is no season of the year when the city looks more dismal. 'The leafless boulevards and the wet pavements reflecting
faintly at night the feeble illuminations make a picture without colour. But in the busy interiors of the buildings that were devoted
to the preparations for peace there was an almost feverish activity. '

The Pressmen from all paﬁs of the world gathered in‘g‘réat clouds ready to swarm down upon Any one who could furnish them
with the smallest tit-bit of information. Motorcars dashed to and fro under the leaden skies, stopping at the door of this hotel and
at the porch of that Government Department, :

The fate of mankind was poised by a thread. When you came into the sphere of these proceedings you could not avoid a feeling of
awe at the terrible responsibilities shouldered by the statesmen, as they were yesterday shouldered by the captains of the Allies and
of their associates. :

Most of the decisions with regard to the methods of procedure were taken in the week preceding the Conference proper. .It was
arranged that the big Powers.alone were.to.lay.down the general lines and the smaller States to be called in afterwards, while the
enemy Powers were to come in at the end of the deliberations to receive their sentences at Versailles.

There was a feeling in some quarters that it would have been better that everybody should have been united in a big conference to
agree first on the principles to be applied, and to work out the details in smaller groups. Questions of procedure cannot be
regarded as trivial. They have gone very far to make the results of the Conference what they are. '



The opening day recalled an event which coloured the subsequent history of Europe. It was the anniversary of that day in 1871
when the German Empire was proclaimed by an army of invasion in the Chateau at Versailles. It was consecrated by the theft of
two French provinces, and, as M. Poincare said, was thus vitiated from its origin by the fault of its founders,

Bornin m]usnce, it ended in opprobnum The scene in the Salon de IHorloge at the Quai d'Orsay when the seventy delegates met
for the first time was an impressive one.

The Salle is magnificent, a suitable setting for the drama which was then begun. Looking out on the swollen Seine was M. Bratianu,
the Rumanian Premier, in company with M. Pashitch of Serbia. All the Balkan problems which had been h.ttherto insoluble seemed
to be represented by these two men. : :

'The picturesque figure of the Emir Feysal, son of the King of the Hedjaz, with his flowing turban falling on his shoulders,
reminded one of the tremendous differences of opinion and of interests in the Near East. M. Dmowski and M. Kramarcz, from
Poland and from Czecho-Slovakia, evoked the difficulties and the troublous times ahead of the new States.

One foresaw the Adriatic quarrel when Baron Sonnino entered. M. Venizelos mcamated Greek asplranons and M. Vandervelde
carried us in imagination to suffermg Beiglum

Marshal Foch, Mr. Wilson, President Poincare, Mr. Lloyd George and M. Clemenceau formed a group whose points of view it
seemed hardly possible 1o reconcile. After all, when one looked and remembered "so many men, so many minds," it seemed
hopeless to expect that they could all he satisfied.

I think in view of the subsequent results it is as well to recall the salient passage of M. Poincare's speech.

"You will," he sald, 'seek nothmg butj Justtce justice that has no favourites - JUStICe in territorial problems justice in. fmanma]
problems, justice in economic problems."

"The time is no more when diplomatists could meet to redraw with authority the map of the Empires on the corner of a table. If
you are to remake the map of the world it is in the name of the peoples and on condition that you shall faithfully interpret their
thoughts and respect the nght of nattons, small and great, to dlspose of themselves, provided that they observe the rights equally
sacred of ethical and religious minorities."

"While thus introducing into the world as much harmony as possible, you will, in conformity with the fourteenth of the
propositions unanimously adopted by the Great Allied Powexs, establish a general League of Nations which will be a supreme
guarantee against any fresh assaults upon the right of peoples."

How far has this purpose been fulfilled? He would be a bold man who would pretend that the high mission has been carried out
without deflection and without conspicucus failures.

The actual representation of the Powers, big and little, was not settled without many protests, and it is now no secret that great”’
discontent was aroused by the allocation of the number of seats to each nation.

Mr. Lloyd George soon found dn opportunity for l'us gift of conciliation, since there was indeed much that was arbitrary in the
arrangements dictated by material interests.

The first intention that Belgium should have fewer representatives than Brazil displeased many commentators. The British
delegation was regarded as unfair, since Canada, Australia and India, and other parts of the Empire, helped to strengthen the British
point of view.

The question of the Dominions was certainly a difficult one, for they are entirely British, and yet could not be assimilated. It was
obvious that separate-representation-was-due for their-great-and-gallant  part in-the war, but the clear-sighted French observed the
preponderance of the British element thus given, and asked for (and were refused) representatives from Algeria, Cochin-China and
Morocco.

‘The Jugo-Slays, as such, were not to have a place. The Serbians, who, with their neighbours composing the new nation, were to
have so much to say with regard to the Italian claims, had two representatives, and could not therefore speak for three nationalities.
The differences among the Asiatic nations were even more fundamental.



HENRY CReoT LODGE ON THE LEAGUE OF NHATIONS.
SPEECH IN WASHINGTON, D.C., 12 AuGuUST 1914

Mr, President:

The independence of the United States is not only more precious to ourselves but to
the world than any single possession, Look at the United. States today. Wa have
made mistakes in the past. We have had shortcomings. We shall make mistakes in
the future-and fall short of our own best hopes. But none the less. is there any
country. today on the face of the earth which can compare with this in ordered
liberty, in peace, and in the largest freedom? ‘ :

I feel that [ can say this without being accused of undue boastfulness, for it Is the
simple fact, and in making this treaty and taking on these obligations all that we do
is-in a spirit of unselfishness and in a desire for the good of mankind. -But it is well to
remember that we are dealing with nations avery one of which has a direct individual
interest to serve, and there is grave danger In an unshared idealism,

Contrast the United States with any country on the face of the earth today and ask
yourself whether the situation of the United States is not the best to be found. I will
go as far as anyone in world service, but the first step to world service is the
maintenance of the United States. L .

I have always loved one flag and } cannot share that devotion [with] a mongrel
banner created for a League. , ‘

You may call me selfish if you will, conservative or reactionary, or use any other
harsh adjective you see fit to apply, but an American I was born, an’' American I have
remained all my life. Ican never be anything else but an American, and T must think
of the United States first, and when I think of the United States first in an
arrangement like-this I am thinking of what Is best for the world, for if the United
States fails, the best hopes of mankind fail with it.

I have never had but one allegiance - 1 cannot divide it now. I have loved but one
fiag and I cannot share that devetion and give affection to the mongrel banner
invented for a league. Internationalism, lftustrated by the Bolshevik and by the men
to whom all countries are alike provided they can make money out of them, is to me
repulsive.

National I must remain, and in that way I like all other Americans can render the
amplest service to the world. The United States Is the world's best hope, but if you
fetter her in the interests and quarrels of other nations, If you tangle her in the
intrigues of Europe, you wili destroy her power for good and endanger her very
existence. Leave her to march freely through the centurles to come as In the years
that have gone.

Strong, generous, and confident, she has nobly served mankind. Beware how you
trifle with your marvellous inherltance, this great land of ordered liberty, for if we
stumble and fall freedom and civilization everywhere will go down in ruin.

We are told that we shall 'break the heart of the world’ If we do not take this league
just as it stands. 1 fear that the hearts of the vast majority of mankind would beat
on strongly and steadily and without any quickening if the league were to perish
altogether. If it should be effectively and beneficently changed the people who would

- -—|tl@-awake-in-sorrow-for-a-single night could be .easily.gathered in one not very large
room but those who would draw a long breath of retief would reach to millions.

We hear much of visions and I trust we shall continue to have visions and dream
dreams of a fairer future for the race. But visions are one thing and vislonaries are
another, and the mechanical appliances of the rhetoriclan designed to give a picture
of a present which does not exist and of a future which no man can predict are as
unreal and short-lived as the steam or canvas clouds, the angels suspended on wires
and the artificial lights of the stage. i



They pass with the moment of effect and are shabby and tawdry in the daylight. Let
us at least be real. Washington's entire honesty of mind and his fearless look into
the face of all facts are qualities which can never go out of fashion and which we
should all do well to imitate.

Ideals have been thrust upon us as an argument for the league until the healthy
mind which rejects cant revolts from them. Are ideals confined to this deformed
experiment upon a noble purpose, tainted, as it Is, with bargains and tied to a.peace
treaty which might have been disposed of long ago to the great benefit of the world if
it had not been compelled to carry this rider on its back? 'Post equitem sedet atra
cura,' Horace tells us, but no blacker care ever sat behind any rider than we shall find
in this covenant of doubtful and disputed interpretation as it now perches upon the
treaty of peace.

No doubt many excellent and patrictic people see a coming fulfilment of noble ideals
In the words 'league for peace.' We all respect and share these aspirations and
desires, but some of us see no hope, but rather defeat, for them in this murky
covenant. For we, too, have our |deals, even if we differ from those who have tried
to establish a monopoly of idealism. ;

Qur first ideal is our country, and we see her In the future; as in the past, giving
service to all her people and to the world, Our Ideal of the future Is that she should
" continue to render that service of her own free will. She has great problems of her
own to solve, very arim and perilous problems, and a right sclution, Iif we can attain
to it, would largely benefit mankind.

We would have our country strong to resist a peril from the West, as she has flung
back the German menace from the East. We would not have our politics distracted
and embittered by the dissensions of other lands. We would not have our country's
vigour exhausted or her moral force abated, by everiasting meddling and muddling in
.every quarrel, great and small, whlch affllcts the worid.

Our ideal Is to make her aver stronger a_nd better and finer, because In that way
alone, as we believe, can she be of the greatest service to the world's peace and.to
the welfare of mankind.



